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But away in Zanzibar, just off the coast of Kenya,
another ecclesiastic was watching the course of
events with no less anxiety than the signatories of
the Memorandum, but his anxiety was more on
account of the Christian Church than because of
the labour situation. To Bishop Weston it was
unthinkable that the Christian Church should set its
seal to a document which opened the door to a system
of forced labour so obviously tainted with slavery.
In clear and forceful language the Bishop of Zanzibar
published his ringing protest, and concluded :
" I wish to make it clear that some of us who are mission-
aries will not agree to any such policy. We regard forced
labour, apart from war, as in itself immoral; and we
hold that forcing Africans to work ia the interests of
European civilization is a betrayal of the weaker to the
financial interests of the stronger race," l
But something even more effective than the pro-
test of Bishop Weston was about to overtake the
scheme that had been so carefully prepared. As I
have pointed out, subsection (b) of the proposed
amendment was intended to legalise the conscrip-
tion for compulsory labour of any native who could
not show that he had been employed during a period
of three months in the preceding year.
Counsel's opinion was secured upon the interpre-
tation of this clause, and it left no room for doubt
that, as drafted, any native who could show that he
1 The Serfs of Great Britain, p. 12, by the Rt. Rev. Frank Weston,
ID JD,, Bishop of Zanzibar.